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Around the Valley

RABIES CLINIC
Sponsored by:

THE WEBSTER BEAGLE CLUB
Sunday, May 5 • 11am - 4pm

Rostraver Central Fire Co.
(Rear Door) Fells Church Road

$12 DONATION

Location:

Lyme Disease/ Parvo/ Distemper...Available For Additional Fee

FREE Hot Dogs & Coffee
Compliments of Webster Beagle Club

Free Gifts Compliments of Martins Pet & Wild Life Center

Veterinarians:
Dr. Mary Beth Cline

Dr. Ben Mirro
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These are some of the young chicks that will call the Auberle chicken 
coop home. Auberle’s McKeesport campus has been raising the   
chicks since April 12 and last week took in female chicks. Auberle 
hopes the new coop will be open and operational next month. Visit the 
Auberle Facebook page for updates on the growth and health of the 
chicks.

Auberle to receive assistance  
through Comcast Cares Day

By JEFF STITT
jstitt@yourmvi.com

Auberle of McKeesport has 
been selected as Comcast and 
NBC Universal’s 2019 Com-
cast Cares Day honoree.

Local Comcast and NBC 
Universal employees and 
their families, friends and 
community partners will 
“make change happen” as 
they volunteer to improve 
Auberle as part of the 18th 
annual Comcast Cares Day, 
Auberle Spokeswoman Erin 
Rhodes said.

Volunteers will work with 
staff members and those who 
benefit from services at Au-
berle to do outdoor landscap-
ing and painting projects and 
to construct a chicken coop 
and fence.

Auberle’s McKeesport 
campus has been raising a 
group of chicks since April 
12. Auberle hopes the coop 
will be open and operational 
next month so that area stu-
dents can use it for STEAM 
education initiatives. Visit 
the Auberle Facebook page 
for updates on the growth and 
health of the chicks.

STEAM is an acronym 
that stands for science, tech-
nology, engineering, art and 
math. STEAM programming 
challenges children to think 
critically and use engineering 
or technology in imaginative 
designs or creative approach-
es to solve real-world prob-
lems while building on those 
students’ mathematics and 
science abilities and knowl-
edge.

Comcast Cares Day “is an 
illustration of the spirit of 
volunteerism that our em-
ployees bring to life each and 
every day,” Comcast Spokes-
man Robert Grove said. 
“From using technology to 
create positive change, such 

as teaching digital literacy 
skills, to mentoring youth, to 
stocking food banks, to beau-
tifying parks, Comcast NBC 
Universal employees volun-
teer during this celebration 
and throughout the year to 
make a lasting impact.”

To date, according to Grove, 
more than 1 million Comcast 
Cares Day volunteers have 
contributed over 6 million 
service hours to improve lo-
cal communities at more than 
10,000 projects. 

This year, the company 
expects more than 100,000 
volunteers from Comcast, 
NBC Universal, and for the 
first time Sky, to participate 
in projects across the country 
and around the world.

Auberle, a Catholic faith-
based agency, provides 
residential and foster care, 
emergency shelter, in-home 
intervention, education and 
workforce development ser-
vices, as well as drug, alcohol 
and mental health programs 
to individuals, families and 
children in eight southwest-
ern Pennsylvania counties, 
including Allegheny, Fayette 
and Westmoreland. Auberle 
serves 4,000 individuals and 
families each year via 25 dif-
ferent programs.

“As we celebrate our 18th 
annual Comcast Cares Day, 
we are delighted to partner 
with Auberle to give back to 
our local community here in 
McKeesport,” said Christine 
Whitaker, senior vice presi-
dent of Comcast’s Keystone 
Region. “It is incredible to 
see how we can drive mean-
ingful change by bringing 
together our employees, their 
friends and families, and our 
community partners, both on 
this day and throughout the 
year. We are thankful for the 
participants and volunteers 
who continue to work to 
make a positive difference.”

Auberle CEO John Lydon 
said the organization’s lead-
ers are proud to have “strong 
corporate relationships.”

“Comcast has always been 

a great partner with Auberle 
in helping us communicate 
success to the community,” 
Lydon said. “This will be a 
fun day but impactful. Hav-
ing our youth care for chick-
ens is part of our STEAM 
programming and Comcast 
will help get that started. We 
are so appreciative of their 
support.”

The Comcast NBC Uni-
versal Foundation will also 
provide grants to local part-
ner organizations on behalf 
of volunteers who contribute 
their time on Comcast Cares 
Day. 

The grants will help Com-
cast’s partners continue their 
mission of serving the com-
munity throughout the year.  
To date, the Comcast NBC 
Universal Foundation has 
awarded nearly $25 million 
in grants to local nonprof-
it organizations who have 
served as partners on Com-
cast Cares Day.  

For more information on 
Comcast, NBC Universal 
and Sky volunteer and com-
munity impact initiatives, 
visit www.comcast.com/
community.

Rhodes said Auberle is 
seeking volunteers to “assist 
in making a meaningful im-
pact alongside Comcast and 
Auberle employees.”

The event will be held at 
Auberle’s main campus in 
McKeesport from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. May 2.

Lunch will be provided for 
all in attendance.

Rhodes said Auberle is 
seeking to make more corpo-
rate and individual volunteer 
relationships in the Mon Val-
ley.

Those who are interested 
in participating in either the 
Comcast Cares Day or as a 
regular volunteer can contact 
Rhodes at erinr@auberle.org 
or 412-673-5856 ext. 1205.

Volunteers will help the 
faith-based agency build 
a chicken coop and fence, 
along with other projects.

724-314-0030
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Robots to battle this 
weekend at Cal U

By KAYLIE MOORE
kmoore@yourmvi.com

Mon Valley students will 
once again enter the arena 
as California University of 
Pennsylvania hosts the 14th 
annual BotsIQ Robotics 
Competition. 

A gladiator-style robot 
competition for high school 
students, BotsIQ’s final 
rounds of this year’s com-
petition will take place Fri-
day and Saturday at Cal U’s 
Convocation Center. 

Hundreds of students from 
60 schools across south-
western Pennsylvania will 
compete after spending the 
past year building 15-pound 
robots. 

BotsIQ communications 
and marketing specialist 
Ashley Kirsch said creating 
the robots allows students 
to learn in-demand techni-
cal and career-ready skills 
needed by various indus-
tries to fill current and fu-
ture employment shortages. 

“It helps be spreading the 
message to students, par-
ents and teachers that man-
ufacturing is a viable career 
option,” Kirsch said. 

The Mon Valley will be 
represented by students 
from Belle Vernon Area, 
California Area, Charleroi 
Area, Elizabeth Forward, 
Frazier, Ringgold, Serra 
Catholic and South Allegh-

eny High Schools, as well 
as Mon Valley Career and 
Technology Center. 

While South Allegheny 
and Belle Vernon have not 
announced any details about 
their robots, California Area 
will enter one robot named 
“Big Willie Style.” Frazier 
and Serra Catholic have 
named their robots “VOID” 
and “atto,” respectively. 

The remaining schools 
have multiple teams com-
peting, such as Charleroi 
with their robots, “Chad V” 
and “Chad 3.5,” and Mon 
Valley CTC with “Alpha 
Wolf” and “Beta Wolf.” 
Elizabeth Forward will send 
“Synergy” and “T-wrecks” 
to the arena, while “Frank” 
and “Frank’s Revenge” will 
battle it out for Ringgold. 

BotsIQ is a manufactur-
ing workforce development 
program of the nonprofit 
Pittsburgh Chapter Nation-
al Tooling and Machin-
ing Foundation. Affiliated 
with the National Robotics 
League, BotsIQ is managed 
by New Century Careers. 

Kirsch said local man-
ufacturers and educators 
joined forces to launch Bot-
sIQ with only six schools 
in 2005. Now 10 times its 
original size with a dedicat-
ed fan base and returning 
alumni volunteers, Bot-
sIQ has boasted more than 
5,000 student participants 
since its inception. 

BotsIQ Executive Direc-
tor Michel Conklin said the 
robotics program exposes 

Area students will be 
among 60 schools at 
the BotsIQ Robotics 
Competition.

Photos courtesy of California University of Pennsylvania 
Belle Vernon Area High School’s robotics 
team celebrates an early-round win for its 
robot, Xenu, in last year’s competition. From 
left are teacher Michael Pappas and seniors 
Camden Ellin and Logan Perez.
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